Adult English Lessons

T RE N Ds you 60 topical Business Reports that will
entertain, inform, and prompt your adult

By Robert, Donald, and Michael Kinney -anaon | {NTErwiediate and advanced students toward
lively discussions. Utilizing charts, graphs,
puzzles, surveys, discussion activities, and
more, these Business Reports invite students
to explore and compare cultural, business,
and l[anguage matters.
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Using in Class...
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Exerclses include discussions, surveys, presentation tasks, Q¢A, and drills.
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Students are invited to discuss business, social, cultural, and historical topics.
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A Closer Look...

Business and

Business and

© . Culkaure Report
c u p N 00 d I e Culture Repeort Gutenberg Drill mirror the question when responding. Culture Report
Gb Pek-hok was born on March 5, 1910. He was born into a wealthy Taiwanese family in Taiwan. 1. Did Life magazine and Time magazine agree? 6. Did the printine~ === * ' -~k nraduction?
After WWII, Gb Pek-hok moved to Japan, became a Japanese citizen, and changed his name to Ando 2. Is the printing press the number one invention? 7, Wa- "
Momofuku. He saw the long lines of people waiting to buy ramen in the black market after the war. 3. Was the printing press invented by Gutenberg? _= i
From this experience, he got the idea for pre-cooked instant noodles. Ando began to sell Cup Noodle 4. Was it invented around 15407 Reg u |ar d rl | IS encourage StUdentS
on September 18, 1971. Since then, sales have increased dramatically. About 70 billion servings 5. Was Gutenberg a professional goldsmith? i i iliti
were sold in 2004 alone. Ando died on January 5, 2007. He was ninety-six years old. to, expand thelr Spe.akl ng a bll Itle.s
i The Humble Bicycle with a language-mirroring exercise.

Comprehension Questions

. When was Ando born?

When did Ando become a Japanese
citizen?

What did he see at the black market?

. When did Ando begin to sell Cup
Noodle?

How many servings were sold in 20047
When did Ando die?

In a national survey of people's favorite inventions conducu..
bicycle. People chose the bicycle for its simplicity of design, universal use; we - oo - = + wa cwoiogically
sound means of transport. The advem of the bicycle in the late 19th century transformed societies
all over the world. There was no more
Rover Safety  need for expensive horses and carriages.
Bicycle 1887  The bicycle was known as the “people’s
nag.” It was lightweight, affordable, and
easy to maintain. It was also the fastest
thing on the roads. John Kemp Starley is
credited as the inventor of the modern
bicycle. In 1885, Starley created several
safer bicycle prototypes. Finally, he came
up with the Rover Safety Bicycle, a design
that is easily recognizeable as a common
bicycle today.
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_ » The first page introduces the
Canning lesson with a topical reading
The process of canning in glass jars for food preser followed by ComprehenSion

to feed armies during the Napoleonic Wars. The tin ¢
Frenchman Philippe de Girard in London in 1810, with the . q uestlons

The second page mcludesl

&

Royal Navy. Improvemenits in the canning process, increasing Unu.. add ItIOnal read ngs, e)(erCISes, ' i

invention of the 21st century?
the 19th and 20th centuries, saw a skyrocketing need for large quantities of cheap, mgn-calorie food H - .
to feed the millions of soldiers and populations unable to acquire fresh food. presentatlon taSkS" COI Iaboratlve

presearch, and language quizes.archin Motion) and its

Ay -
- 1. Who produced the

Blackberry device?

2. Is RIM an American
company?

Discussion questions follow
the reading in a more general
and personal exploration of

the main topic. P

3. Where was this phone
manufactured?

4. How long was this

phone sold? Model: Blackberry
. Producer: RIM/Canada
) . ) Source Wikimedia Commons 5. What was this phone Manufactured in China
Discussion Questions 3. Do you can your own food? priced at? Sold from 2002-2015
1. How often do you buy instant foods? 4. What are the most famous brands of canned 6. Whanwaztha éarvics Rera_il Plice:ﬁ}IDD us
2. How often do you buy canned food? foods in your country? discitinied ?F;};oezszlermmm‘j
25
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A Closer Look...

71

Business and
McDonald’s Drill Mirror the question when responding. Culture Report

e o Business and
Official Language  cutenspor

“Official language” means the language used in government. "Dominate language” refers to the 1. Is McDonald's a restaurant chain? 6. Do the franchises have to pay rent?
most frequently spoken language. Although the United States does not have an official language, 2. Does McDonald's have 60,000 restaurants? 7. Did Ray Kroc own McDonald's Corp.?
the dominate native language, comprising 82% of the population, is English. If the U.S.made English 3. Are many people served every day? 8. Was the company owned by Ray Kroc?
4
L}

the official language, this would mean ALL business carried out in government offices would have . Are 50 million served every day by McDonald's? 9. Was Ray Kroc in the hamburger business?
to be in English. This includes the post office, police stations, courts, and all city, county, and federal . Are franchises operated individually? 10. Does McDonald's Corp. own a lot of land?
offices. Because the U.S. has no official language at the federal level, areas where other languages
are largely spoken can receive government materials, announcements, etc, in those languages. Despite -
there being 350 different languages spoken across the country, a full 96% of United States citizer Students com pa re - Role- p| ay: Restaurant Reservation

k lish fl A le fi li ill i f; f
speak English fluently. In the foreseeable future, English will remain the de facto language of th, nd contrast tOpICS Wlth Vocabulary

Comprehension Questions French VS milln that chal |enges intermediate and  tclients next Saturday. You want to take them to Lucky Lobster, which
f Wh d D rf‘ I I ” } 1.2 million ¥ : 2 i 1
1 at does “offical language” mean a dvan ce d | an g ua g e | earners. . the restaurant and make a reservation. Use the check-list below.
T

2. Does “official language” refer to the most kg
1.7 millien Lucky Lobster 289-3487

frequently spoken language?
Somn /o (Q ks @ man [ Book a table for fouwr people next Satwrday at 8 o'clock:
0.94 million 1.1 milllion

3. Does the U.5. have an offical language?
4. How many different languages are

[ Ask about special dishes:
Arabic
1.2 millio.n D N l - W

spoken in the U.S.?

5. What percentage of .5, citizens speak
English fluently?

6. Is English the de facto language in the
us?

/ N\ Role 2: Host/Hostess Lessons are designed
g e’ . r— You are a host/hostess at Lucky Lobster. Acu tO connect to students’ experiences
3.5 million form below.
¥l '\// 235 million and expand their awareness of an
) - g SR T international, multi-cultural, and
; IM 0 Party Name: tech- drlven world.
Air and Sea Person Making the Reservation: |

Established in 1944, Aviation English is a highly formalized and = * . Telephone Number: Requests:
communication between pilots and air traffic control. Air Exercises encou rage Date of Reservation:

neutral accent that makes them as intelligible as possi® StUdentS to researCh and present Time of Reservation:
study to pass the tests. 3 . = . i i
their findings in collaborative tasks, ~LSmoking [ Nonsmoking L]

!‘n 1983,a g“roup .Of linquists and Sh'ppm,g e‘xperts‘create; l'eports; and S UI'VGYS- Idioms Whatdo these commonly used idioms mean? Discuss with your classmates their meaning
Seaspeak.” English was chosen as the principle lexicon becaus. and IE Inyourown cilitire, vout have similar idloms
spoken on ships. Clear communication in Maritime English is essenua, . . ' i

and general safety at sea and at ports. @ abad apple ©® go bananas @ (a topic is) a hot potato
Discussion Questions © turn beet-red ® layanegg @ full of beans

1. What is the offical language of the US.? 2. s it possible to have an official language in the U.5.7 @ eatout of (someone’s) hands @ jump out of the fryingpan @M You can't have your cake and
3. Does your country have an official language? 4. What is the dominate language in your country? into the fire eat it too.
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Lesson Packs
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The 60 Business and Culture Reports are available as downloadable pdf
files. You can download each two-page lesson in separate Lesson Packs
orasa fU"Y’bU“dled resource. Donald’s English Classroom
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Whether you're a new teacher or a veteran in the classroom,
you'll appreciate having this treasury of activities close at hand!

Click to download!
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Classroom

Our Book Catalog and ESL Store Catalog will give you an overview of all that
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